Eshkol-Wachman Movement Notation EWMN as basis to composition process

A lecture demonstration by RikudNetto Dance Group
Wednesday 5th of October 2011, 6pm Probebühne OdeonTanz

 Please note: Entrance to the “Probebühne” via backyard

Eshkol-Wachman movement notation (EWMN) was created in Israel by Prof'. Noa Eshkol and Prof'. Avraham Wachman, who gave it its name. Their movement notation is a language which enables, through the use of a symbolic system, diverse structures of composition based on the concepts this language is built on.

This lecture contains two parts – in the first part Sharon Reshef-Armony, a RikudNetto member and head of the School for the Arts of Dance at Kibbutzim College in Tel Aviv, explains the structure of the notation which is relevant to documentation, teaching and creation through examples based on the method of teaching at Kibbutzim College. The second part, led by Tirza Sapir, RikudNetto Choreographer and Head of the "Research Center for Movement Notation and Dance" at Kibbutzim College, contains demonstrations from three dance suites 'Birds' 'Sea' and 'Moving Landscape', being danced by RikudNetto dance group which is a part of the "Research Center for Movement Notation and Dance" – whose members: Nira Al-Dor, Tali Ronen, Lilach Shalit and Orly Yaakov, are lecturers at the School for the Arts of Dance. 

'Birds' and 'Moving Landscape' have been published with the support on Kibbutzim College. Dances from them are taught in the School for the Arts of Dance as part of EWMN studying.

The possibilities this language enables unfold through using the basic writing page and its symbols to abstract series of numeric and graphic symbols. Since the notation is based on a sphere-constructed system of reference which defines the range of circular movement of the body limbs, one can use any numeric series towards different limbs, different types of movement, timing of the movement in space, and exercise the abstract structure until it becomes a base for the visual-dance phenomenon. 

Within all three dance suites these possibilities were explored, using a different numerical series – materializing to different poetic sights – which enables usage of the body capabilities in time and space, and construction of motifs, movement sequences and coordinative layers with different coloring and musicality.

Followed are examples from these suites:

'Birds' – the suite relies on a numerical sequence divided into five sections:

a 1111 b 21222 c 123211 d 332233 e 111
Through this, nine birds are engulfed: Seagulls, Ostrich, Hoopoe, Owl, Swallows, Heron, Dove, Flamingo, Starlings. There will be a demonstration from the dance selection Miniatures: Owl, Dove, Flamingo, Hoopoe.

'Moving Landscape' – the suite relies on two motifs, one is constant, and the other is variable, increasing or decreasing, and dividing the progression of movement into eight sentences, with this numerical sequence:

 8-4 ,7-4 ,6-4 ,5-4 ,4-4 ,3-4 ,2-4 ,1-4
Die Eshkol-Wachman Movement Notation (EWMN) 

als Basis des Kompositionsprozesses

Die Eshkol Wachmann Bewegungs-Notation (EWMN) wurde in Israel durch Prof. Noa Eshkol und Prof. Avraham Wachmann, entwickelt. Durch dieses System, das mit numerischen und graphischen Symbolen arbeitet,.werden Kompositions- und Choreographiestrukturen geschaffen, denn EWMN ist ein System von Referenzen, das den Einsatz der (zirkulären) Bewegungen aller Gliedmaßen bestimmt. Jede numerische Serie kann eingesetzt werden und bestimmt in ihrer spezifischen Abfolge die Form der Bewegungen und ihre zeitlichen Abläufe im Raum. Mit dieser Sprache können aber auch Motive, wie in Birds oder Moving Landscapes konstruiert und komponiert/choreographiert werden. In 'Moving Landscape' – die Suite beruht z.B.auf zwei Motiven, eines ist konstant,, das andere ist variabel, anschwellen oder abschwellen, ist der Fortgang der Bewegungen in acht Sätze mit den numerischen Sequenzen 8-4, 7-4, 6-4,5-4,4-4, 3-4. 2-4, 1-4 geteilt und vermittelt so das Thema. 
Die Vorlesung gliedert sich in zwei Teile: 

1.) Sharon Reshef-Armony, RikudNetto-Mitglied und Direktorin der Schule für Tanzkunst (School for the Arts of Dance at Kibbutzim College) in Tel Aviv, erklärt die Struktur der Notation und ihre Bedeutung für Dokumentation, Lehre und Komposition.

2.) Tirza Sapir, RkudNetto-Choreographin und Direktorin des Forschungszentrums ("Research Center for Movement Notation and Dance" at Kibbutzim College) erklärt an drei Tanzsuiten, die von Nira Al-Dor, Tali Ronen, Lilach Shalit und Orly Yaakov getanzt werden, beispielhaft die Struktur der Notation.

